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POSITION IDENTIFICATION AND INCUMBENT DECLARATION PROCESS 
 
Introduction  
 
The purpose of this process is to identify all positions within your unit that are considered part of 
the 14 key management positions in the IFPM Standard.  Fire management must review each 
position within the fire organization to determine positions that are affected by the Standard.  
The positions include encumbered as well as vacant positions that are in the unit fire 
management plan (e.g., table of organization/work chart).   
 
The following positions will require the unit complexity level to be determined prior to the 
review of these positions (refer to Step 1 of the IFPM Standard Implementation Process): 
 

• Wildland Fire Operations Specialist 
• Prescribed Fire and Fuels Specialist 
• Prevention and Education Specialist 
• Center Manager 
• Unit Fire Program Manager 

 
Process 
 
The Unit Fire Manager must review his or her unit standard and non-standard position 
descriptions to identify which positions are affected by the IFPM Standard. 
 
Only agency standard position descriptions approved for primary or secondary firefighter 
retirement coverage were evaluated in the crosswalk.  Individuals in positions similar to the 14 
key fire management positions identified in the IFPM Standard must meet the position 
requirements regardless of retirement status. 
 
Phase 1:  Complete Unit Position Identification Worksheet  
 
Standard Position Descriptions 
 
To determine if the standard position descriptions used by the organization are listed, the Unit 
Fire Manager will: 
 
1. Go to the Standard Position Description Crosswalk for your agency or bureau. 
2. Look for your current position descriptions and PD numbers among those listed in the 4th 

column, labeled (Agency) SPD #, Official Title, Series, and Grade. 
3. Document those positions in the Unit Position Identification Worksheet.  
4. If you have positions that are not identified in the Standard Position Description Crosswalk 

for your agency or bureau, go to the Non-Standard Position Descriptions section that 
follows. 
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Non-Standard Position Descriptions 
 
To review non-standard position descriptions the Unit Fire Manager will: 
 
1. Review the position descriptions used in your organization. 
2. Compare your unit position descriptions with the IFPM Organizational Titles to determine 

which of the 14 key positions are similar in title, series, and at least equivalent to the grade 
indicated.  Note:  These are minimum grades. 

 
Consider the primary purpose of the positions and the major duties assigned to them. If: 
 

• The primary purpose is to support wildland fire management, and 
• The major duties substantially* match the duties in one of the IFPM Standard Position 

Descriptions or the IFPM Position Title, and 
• The grade meets or exceeds the minimum grade level of the key position,  

 
then the position fits within the corresponding key fire management position and the IFPM 
Standard applies to that position.   

 
*The term “substantially” generally means that at least 80% of the primary regular and 
recurring duties and responsibilities are similar to those outlined in the IFPM Standard Position 
Descriptions. 
 
3. If an organization has a non-standard position description that matches at least 80% of the 

major duties of one of the Interagency Standard Position Description, the manager must 
utilize the Interagency Standard Position Description.   
If an existing non-standard position description does not meet the 80% consideration and the 
position is determined to meet the intent of the IFPM Standard, the position must be amended 
to add the IFPM requirements 

 
Phase 2:  Complete the Incumbent Declarations 
 
The Unit Fire Manager will assist the employees listed on the Unit Position Identification 
Worksheet with the completion of an Incumbent Declaration. 
 
Note:  There are two versions of this declaration, one for positions that will be reassigned to the 
GS-0401 and one for positions that will remain in the GS-0455/GS-0462. 
 
Phase 3:  Submit Documentation to Human Resources 
 
The Unit Fire Manager will submit: 
 

• Unit Position Identification Worksheet 
• Incumbent Declaration and supporting documents
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Confidential: Privacy Act Information 
UNIT POSITION IDENTIFICATION WORKSHEET 

 
Position Identification Worksheet for ________________________________      Unit Complexity   _________________________ 

Name of Unit      Low/Moderate/High 
Prepared by _________________________________________________ 

Name and Title 
Date Prepared _____________________________________ 

 
Key Fire Management Position 
From IFPM Standard 

Interagency 
Standard Position 
Description Number 

Current Position 
Description Title  

Current Position 
Description Number  

Current 
Organizational 
Title  

Current Series and 
Grade  

Employee’s 
Name  
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I N C U M B E N T  D E C L A R A T I O N  
FOR 

GS-0401 FIRE MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST 
 

The IFPM Minimum Qualifications Standards and Guide (Standard) was created as a guide for 
developing future fire managers.  By October 1, 2009, all employees in a key fire management 
position, as described in the Standard, will be required to meet the IFPM Qualification.  The data 
obtained from the Incumbent Declaration will assist management in ensuring every employee 
affected by the IFPM Standard meets the minimum qualification standards by October 1, 2009. 
 
Employee’s Name:            
 
Targeted IFPM Position Title:       Grade:     

 
The IFPM Minimum Qualification Standards consist of four components:  1) OPM Qualification Standard 
Requirements, 2) Specialized Experience Requirements, 3) NWCG Incident Management Qualifications, and 4) 
Additional Required Training.  
 
1.   OPM QUALIFICATION STANDARD REQUIREMENTS 
 
Basic OPM education requirements for the GS-0401 Fire Management Specialist Supplemental Standard 
are either: 
 
A. Degree: biological sciences, agriculture, natural resource management, or related disciplines 

appropriate to the position. 
OR 

 
B. Combination of education and experience – courses equivalent to a major in biological sciences, 

agriculture or natural resources management, or at least 24 semester hours in biological sciences, 
natural resources1, wildland fire management2, forestry, or agriculture equivalent to a major field of 
study, plus appropriate experience or additional education that is comparable to that normally 
acquired through the successful completion of a full 4-year course of study in the biological sciences, 
agriculture, or natural resources. 

 
1 Natural Resources, for these purposes is defined as work in the conservation, management, protection, or utilization of 
resources in the life sciences arena. 
2 Courses equivalent to a major in wildland fire management must include adequate scientific content to provide the basis for a 
professional-level degree.  Because of this, courses offered as part of an Applied Science Degree, Associate Degree, or 
Vocational Certificate may not meet the requirements for upper division course work. 
 
Select one of the options below: 

 I have a Bachelor’s Degree: as described in  A. above. 
 

OR 

 Creditable College Education:  24 semester/36 quarter hours of course credit must be obtained in 
the following academic categories.  Of the 24 semester/36 quarter hours, 18 semester/27 quarter 
hours must be upper division courses (typically number 300 or 400 or prefaced with a C or D). 
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Total Hours Upper Division Hours 
Academic Category Semester Quarter Semester Quarter 
Biological Sciences     

Natural Resources     

Wildland Fire Management     

Forestry     

Agriculture     

Related Course Work     

Totals     
 
Other Education Creditable Towards 24 Semester Hour Requirement (check all completed): 
  
Technical Fire Management (TFM):  
 

 Module I/IA Statistics/Computers &  Math 
 Module II Economics 
 Module III Fuels Management 
 Module IV Fire Ecology & Fire Effects 
 Module V Fire & Land Management 
 Module VI Final Project Review 

 
NWCG Courses – Upper Division: 
              

 FIEM  Fire In Ecosystem Mgmt   1 Sem Hr  
 FML  Fire Mgmt Leadership    1 Sem Hr  
 FPM  Fire Program Mgmt    1 Sem Hr  
 LFML  Local Fire Mgmt Leadership   1 Sem Hr  
 NFMAS National Fire Mgmt Analysis System  1 Sem Hr  
 RX-410 or 450 Smoke Mgmt Techniques   1 Sem Hr  
 RX-510 or 540 Applied Fire Effects    1 Sem Hr  
 RX-590  Prescribed Fire Behavior Interpretation  2 Sem Hr  

(To Be Combined With S-590) 
 S-490  Advanced Wildland Fire Behavior Calculations 1 Sem Hr  
 S-491  National Fire Danger Rating System  1 Sem Hr  
 S-492  Long Term Fire Risk Assessment  1 Sem Hr  
 S-493  Fire Area Growth Simulation   1 Sem Hr  
 S-520  Adv Incident Mgmt    2 Sem Hrs  
 S-580  Adv Fire Use Applications   1 Sem Hr  

(National Parks & Wilderness Fire Mgmt) 
 S-590  Fire Behavior Interpretation   2 Sem Hrs  
 S-620  Area Command     1 Sem Hr  
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NWCG Courses – Lower Division: 
 

 P-151  Wildfire Origin & Cause Determination  1 Sem Hr  
 Rx-300  Prescribed Fire For Burn Bosses   1 Sem Hr  
 Rx-310 or 340 Intro To Fire Effects    1 Sem Hr  
 S-190/290 Intro To Fire Behavior Combined  

With Intermediate Wildland Fire Behavior 1 Sem Hr  
 S-390  Intro To Wildland Fire Behavior Calculations 1 Sem Hr 

 
Other Courses (please specify): 
___________________________________________________  _____________ 
___________________________________________________  _____________ 
 
2.   SPECIALIZED EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
GS-09:  Experience in at least two of the following three categories is required.  Select all that apply to 
your work experience. 

 

 Experience that demonstrated understanding of fire effects on cultural and natural resources.   
Assignments must have shown participation in activities such as: 

 
• Developing fire management plans to ensure resource objectives can be met from a fire 

management standpoint. 

• Conducting field inspections before and/or after prescribed fires or wildland fires to 
determine if defined resource objectives have been met. 

 

 Prescribed Fire/Fuels Management – experience in activities such as: 
 

• Professional forest or range inventory methods and procedures (e.g., Brown’s planar 
intercept for dead down fuels; live fuel loading assessments), or 

• Analysis of fuel loadings and determination of appropriate fuel treatment methods and 
programming, or 

• Evaluating prescribed fire plans or fire management plans to ensure fire containment is 
possible and identify appropriate suppression contingencies if containment is not 
obtained. 

 

 Fire management operations – analyzing and applying fire management strategies, and 
experience in at least four of the following activities (select all that apply to your work 
experience): 

 
_____ Mobilization and Dispatch Coordination 
_____ Fire Prevention 
_____ Training 
_____ Logistics 
_____ Equipment Development and Deployment 
_____ Fire Communications Systems 
_____ Suppression and Preparedness 
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GS-11 and above:  Experience must have included all of the fire program management elements as 
described below.  Select all that apply to your work experience. 

 Reviewing and evaluating fire management plans for ecological soundness and technical 
adequacy; 

 Conducting field inspections before and after prescribed or wildland fires to determine if resource 
objectives were achieved and/or to evaluate the effectiveness of actions taken; and 

 Developing analyses on the ecological role of fire and its use and/or exclusion, and smoke 
management. 

 
In addition, appropriate experience must have included either Prescribed Fire/Fuels Management 
– or – Fire Management Operations as described below: 
 

 Prescribed Fire/Fuels Management – experience in a broad range of activities such as: 

• Professional forest or range inventory methods and procedures (e.g., Brown’s planar 
intercept for dead down fuels; live fuel loading assessments); 

• Analysis of fuel loadings and determination of appropriate fuel treatment methods and 
programming; 

• Land use planning and environmental coordination; 

• Evaluating prescribed fire plans or fire mgmt plans to ensure fire containment is possible 
and identify appropriate suppression contingencies if containment is not obtained. 

 Fire Management Operations – analyzing and applying fire management strategies, and 
experience in at least five of the following activities: 

_____ Mobilization and Dispatch Coordination 

_____ Fire Prevention and Education 

_____ Training 

_____ Logistics 

_____ Equipment Development and Deployment 

_____ Fire Communications Systems 

_____ Suppression and Preparedness 

_____ Aviation 
 

3. NWCG INCIDENT MANAGEMENT QUALIFICATIONS  
 
Refer to the Interagency Fire Program Management Qualifications Standards and Guide for the NWCG 
Incident Management Qualifications for your targeted IFPM position. 
 
             YES  NO 
 Have you completed the NWCG Incident Management Qualifications 
for your position?        ____  ____  
 
If no, which NWCG Incident Management Qualifications do you need?  ________________________ 
 
 



 

Revised – March 14, 2005         C-8 

4.  ADDITIONAL REQUIRED TRAINING 
 

Refer to the Interagency Fire Program Management Qualifications Standards and Guide for the additional 
training for your targeted IFPM position. 
             YES  NO 
Have you completed the Additional Required Training for your position?  ____          ____ 
 
If no, what Additional Required Training do you need?    ________________________ 
 
Please attach the following documents to this declaration: 
 

• College Transcripts (if not already filed in your Official Personnel Folder) 
• IQCS Individual Master Report 
• Copies of Certificates or Letters of Completion (if the course is not listed on the IQCS Master 

Individual Report). 
 
The information that I have provided, herein, is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge: 
 

   

Signature of Employee 
 

Date 
 

Phone Number 
 
I concur with the information provided above: 
 

   

Signature of Supervisor 
 

Date 
 

Phone Number 
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I N C U M B E N T  D E C L A R A T I O N  
F O R  G S - 0 4 5 5 / G S - 0 4 6 2  

 
The IFPM Minimum Qualifications Standards and Guide (Standard) was created as a guide for 
developing future fire managers.  By October 1, 2009, all employees in a key fire management 
position, as described in the Standard, will be required to meet the IFPM Qualification.  The data 
obtained from the Incumbent Declaration will assist management in ensuring every employee 
affected by the IFPM Standard meets the minimum qualification standards by October 1, 2009. 
 
Employee’s Name:            
 
Targeted IFPM Position Title:       Grade:     

 
 
The IFPM minimum qualification standards consist of four components:  1) OPM Qualification Standard 
Requirements, 2) Specialized Experience Requirements, 3) NWCG Incident Management Qualifications, 
and 4) Additional Required Training.  
 
Refer to the Interagency Fire Program Management Qualifications Standards and Guide to determine the 
IFPM Minimum Qualification Standards for your position. 
 
          YES  NO 
Have you completed the NWCG Incident Management Qualifications 
for your position?        ____             ____ 
 
If no, what NWCG Incident Management Qualifications is needed?   
__________________________________________________________ 
   
Have you completed the Additional Required Training?      _____  _____ 
 
If no, what Additional Required Training is needed?   
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Please attach the following documents to this declaration: 
 

• IQCS Individual Master Report 
• Copies of Certificates or Letters of Completion (if the course is not listed on the 

IQCS Master Individual Report). 
 
The information that I have provided, herein, is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge: 
 

   

Signature of Employee 
 

Date 
 

Phone Number 
 
I concur with the information provided above: 
 

   

Signature of Supervisor 
 

Date 
 

Phone Number 
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STANDARD POSITION DESCRIPTION CROSSWALK 
 
The following tables represent a crosswalk between the 14 IFPM key fire management positions 
and standardized position descriptions for the federal agencies.  Standard position descriptions 
are those that have been established where the same description applies to multiple positions 
across several units.  The Standard Position Descriptions that have been reviewed and are 
included in the following tables consist of: 
 

• National Interagency Standard Position Descriptions that have been established for the 
IFPM Standard. 

• Previously established DOI Bureau and Forest Service National Standard Position 
Descriptions 

 
The purpose of this crosswalk is to assist employees, supervisors, managers and Human 
Resources in identifying existing positions in local organizations that are subject to the 
requirements of the IFPM Standard.  This is not an all-inclusive list of positions, however.  
There are local standard and non-standard position descriptions that must be evaluated in order to 
comply with the IFPM Standard. Refer to the Position Identification Process in this appendix for 
further guidance. 
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Fish and Wildlife Service Standard Position Description Crosswalk 
Department of Interior, United States Fish and Wildlife Service standard position descriptions were evaluated for this crosswalk. All 
positions have approved coverage for firefighter retirement.  Regional and refuge specific position descriptions were not evaluated. 
 
FWS Standard Position descriptions S000016 and S000021 do not crosswalk over to a DOI Standard position descriptions identified 
in the IFPM guide.  A determination has been made that individuals currently in this PD will be held to the NWCG qualifications and 
competencies associated with the Senior Firefighter position. 
 
Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  and 
Grade 

IFPM Organizational 
Title 

FWS SPD #, Official Title, Series, 
and Grade   

Agency or Bureau 
Organization Title 

Interagency Hotshot 
Crew (IHC) Sup.  

DOI016 Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician (Fire)GS-455/462-9   
DOI017 Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-8 

IHC Superintendent  
Assistant IHC 
Superintendent  

  

Helicopter Manager     
Senior Firefighter  DOI005 Range/Forestry Technician GS- 

455/462-5 
 
DOI006 Range/Forestry Technician GS- 
455/462-6 

Senior Wildland 
Firefighter  
 
Lead Wildland 
Firefighter  
 

S000015 Forestry Technician/ 462-
05 
S000020 Range Technician/455-05 
*S000017 Forestry Technician / 
462-06 
*S000022 Range Technician /455-
06 
S000016 Forestry Technician / 462-
06 
S000021 Range Technician / 455-06 

 
 
 
Engine Boss 
 
Engine Boss 
 
Engine Boss 
 
Engine Boss 
 

Engine Module 
Supervisor 

DOI007 Range/Forestry Technician GS-
455/462-7 

Supervisory Wildland 
Firefighter  

  

Supervisory Fire 
Engine Operator 

    

Initial Attack 
Dispatcher  

DOI012 Range/Forestry Technician (Fire 
Dispatch GS-455/462-7 
DOI011 Range/Forestry Technician (Fire 
Dispatch) GS-455/462-5 

Senior Fire Dispatcher 
Fire Dispatcher 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  and 
Grade 

IFPM Organizational 
Title 

FWS SPD #, Official Title, Series, 
and Grade   

Agency or Bureau 
Organization Title 

Wildland Fire 
Operations 
Specialist 

DOI019 GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI030 Supervisory Range/forestry 
Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-9 
DOI031 Supervisory  Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist GS-401-9 
DOI023Assistant Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-09 
DOI024 Assistant Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-11 
 

Fire Operations and 
Prescribed Fire/Fuels 
Technician 
Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist  
Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist  
Assistant Fire 
Management Officer  
Assistant Fire 
Management Officer  

R1 B-28  Engine Crew Supervisor/ 
Prescribed Fire Technician, GS-
0455/0462-07/08 
 
 

Fire Station Manager 

Prescribed Fire and 
Fuels Specialist  

DOI018 Range/Forestry Technician (Fire) 
GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI019 Range/Forestry Technician (Fire) 
GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI020 Range/Forestry Technician (Fire) 
GS-455/462-9 
DOI021 Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire  and Fuels) GS-401-9 
DOI022  Fire Management Specialist 
Prescribed Fire and Fuels GS-401-11 

Prescribed Fire/Fuels 
Technician  
Fire Operations and 
Prescribed Fire/Fuels 
Technician  
Prescribed Fire/Fuels 
Technician 
 Fire Management 
Specialist (Prescribed 
Fire & Fuels)  
Fire Management 
Specialist (Prescribed 
Fire & Fuels)  

S000A27 Prescribed Fire Specialist/ 
401-09 
S000A28 Prescribed Fire Specialist/ 
401-11 
S000029 Prescribed Fire Specialist/ 
401-12 

Prescribed Fire 
Specialist 
Prescribed Fire 
Specialist 
Regional Prescribed 
Fire Specialist 

Prevention and 
Education Specialist  

DOI027 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention and Mitigation) GS-455/462-07 
DOI029  Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention and Mitigation)GS-455/462-09 
DOI028 Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention and Mitigation)GS-455/462-11 

 Range/Forestry 
Technician (Prevention 
& Mitigation)  
Fire Management 
Specialist (Prevention & 
Mitigation)  
Fire Management 
Specialist (Prevention & 
Mitigation)  
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  and 
Grade 

IFPM Organizational 
Title 

FWS SPD #, Official Title, Series, 
and Grade   

Agency or Bureau 
Organization Title 

Center Manager  DOI015 Supervisory Fire Management 
Specialist (Dispatch)  GS-401-11 

Dispatch Center Manager   

Unit Fire Program 
Manager  

DOI025 Fire Management Officer GS-401-
11 
DOI026 Fire Management Officer GS-401-
12 
DOI023Assistant Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-09 
DOI024 Assistant Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-11 

Fire Management Officer 
Fire Management Officer  
Assistant Fire 
Management Officer  
Assistant Fire 
Management Officer  

9504S    Fire Management Officer / 
401-09 
S000004 Fire Management Officer/ 
401-12 
S000049 Zone Fire Management 
Officer/ 401-13 
9505S Fire Management Officer/ 
401-09 

Fire Management 
Officer 
Fire Management 
Officer 
Zone Fire 
Management Officer 
 
Fire Management 
Officer 

Geographic Area 
Fire Program 
Manager  

N/A  9501S Fire Management 
Coordinator/ 401-13 
9502S Fire Management 
Coordinator/ 401-12 
S000044 Supervisory Fire 
Management Specialist/ 401-14 
S000045 Fire Management 
Specialist (Reg. Fire Coordinator / 
401-14 
S000046 Fire management 
Specialist (Assistant Regional Fire 
Management Coordinator)/ 401-13 

Regional Fire 
Management 
Coordinator 
Regional Fire 
Management 
Coordinator 
Regional Fire 
Management 
Coordinator 
Assistant Regional 
Fire Management 
Coordinator 

National Fire 
Program Manager  

N/A    

 
* Director’s Order 173, dated July 27, 2004 abolishes the use of FWS SPD S000017 and S000022. 
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National Park Service Standard Position Description Crosswalk 
 
Department of Interior, National Park Service standard position descriptions were evaluated for this crosswalk.  All positions have 
approved coverage for firefighter retirement.  Regional- and park-specific position descriptions were not evaluated. 
 
Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 

IFPM Organizational Title NPS SPD #, Official  Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organization Title 

Interagency Hotshot 
Crew (IHC) Sup.  

DOI016 Supervisory 
Range/Forestry Technician (Fire) 
GS-455/462-9   
DOI017 Supervisory 
Range/Forestry Technician (Fire) 
GS-455/462-8 

Interagency Hotshot Crew 
Superintendent 
Assistant IHC Superintendent 

  

Helicopter Manager     
Senior Firefighter  DOI005 Range/Forestry Technician 

GS- 455/462-5 
 
DOI006 Lead Range/Forestry 
Technician GS-455/462-6 

Senior Wildland Firefighter 
 
 
Lead Wildland Firefighter 
 
 

414 Lead Forestry Technician/ 
462-07 
415 Lead Forestry 
Technician/Engine Foreman 
462-06 
416 Forestry Technician/ 462-
05 
FIRE-95-05 Lead Forestry 
Technician/ 462-05 
FIRE-95-07 Supervisory 
Forestry Technician/ 462-4/5 
421 Asst. Prescribed Fire 
Module Leader/462-06 
422 Prescribed Fire Module 
Crew/462-05 
424 Fuels Technician/462-05 
425 Fuels Technician/462-06 

Fire Technician 
Forestry Technician 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assistant Prescribed 
Fire Module Leader 
Prescribed Fire module 
Crew member 
Prescribed Fire Monitor 
Fire Monitor Crew 
Member. 

Engine Module 
Supervisor 

DOI007 Supervisory 
Range/Forestry Technician GS-
455/462-7 

Supervisory Wildland Firefighter 413 Supervisory Forestry 
Technician/ 462-07 
 

Engine Foreman 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 

IFPM Organizational Title NPS SPD #, Official  Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organization Title 

Supervisory Fire 
Engine Operator 

    

Initial Attack 
Dispatcher  

DOI012 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire Dispatch GS-455/462-7 
DOI011 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire Dispatch) GS-455/462-5 

Senior Fire Dispatcher 
 
Fire Dispatcher 

 
 

 

Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist 

DOI019 GS-455/462-6/7 
 
DOI030 Supervisory Range/forestry 
Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-9 
 
DOI031 Supervisory  Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist GS-401-9  

Fire Operations and Prescribed 
Fire/Fuels Technician 
Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician (Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist) 
Supervisory Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist 

  

Prescribed Fire and 
Fuels Specialist  

DOI018 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI019 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI020 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-9 
DOI021 Fire Management 
Specialist (Prescribed Fire  and 
Fuels) GS-401-9 
DOI022  Fire Management 
Specialist Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
GS-401-11 

Prescribed Fire/Fuels Technician 
 
Fire Operations and Prescribed 
Fire/Fuels Technician 
Prescribed Fire/Fuels Technician 
 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire & Fuels) 
 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire & Fuels) 

FIRE-95-15 Prescribed Fire 
Specialist/401-09 
FIRE-95-16 Prescribed Fire 
Specialist/401-11 
FIRE-95-17 Prescribed Fire 
Specialist/401-12 
404 Fuels Management 
Specialist/ 401-12 
408 Fuels Management 
Specialist/ 401-7/9 
 
420 Prescribed Fire Module 
Leader/462-07 
423 Fuels Technician/ 462-07 

Park Fuels management 
Specialist 
 
Park Fuels Management 
Specialist 
 
Park Fuels Management 
Specialist 
 
 
 
National Prescribed Fire 
Module Leader 
Fuels Technician 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 

IFPM Organizational Title NPS SPD #, Official  Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organization Title 

Prevention and 
Education Specialist  

DOI027 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention and Mitigation) GS-
455/462-07 
DOI029  Fire Management 
Specialist (Prevention and 
Mitigation)GS-401-09 
DOI028 Fire Management 
Specialist (Prevention and 
Mitigation)GS-401-11 

Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention & Mitigation) 
 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention & Mitigation) 
 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention & Mitigation) 

  

Assistant Center 
Manager 
Initial Attack Lead 
Dispatcher 

DOI014 Fire Management 
Specialist (Dispatch) GS-401-9 
DOI013 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Dispatch) GS-455/462-9 
DOI012 GS-455/462-07 

Assistant Dispatch Center Manager 
 
Assistant Dispatch Center Manager 
 
Senior Fire Dispatcher 

  

Center Manager 
 
  

DOI015 Supervisory Fire 
Management Specialist (Dispatch) 
GS-401-11 

Dispatch Center Manager   

Unit Fire Program 
Manager  

DOI025 Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-11 
DOI026 Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-12 
DOI023Assistant Fire Management 
Officer GS-401-09 
DOI024 Assistant Fire Management 
Officer GS-401-11 

Fire Management Officer 
 
Fire Management Officer 
 
Assistant Fire Management Officer 
 
Assistant Fire Management Officer 

406 Fire Management Officer/ 
401-12 
407 Fire Management Officer/ 
401-11 

Fire Management Officer 
 
Fire Management Officer 

Geographic Area Fire 
Program Manager  

N/A  402 Fire Program Manager/ 
401-12 
403 Fire Management 
Specialist/ 401-12 

Regional Fire Manager 
 

National Fire 
Program Manager  

N/A    
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Bureau of Land Management 
Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management standard position descriptions were evaluated for this crosswalk. All positions 
have approved coverage for firefighter retirement.  State- and district-specific position descriptions were not evaluated. 
 
Key Fire 
Management 
Position 
 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series, 
and 
Grade 

IFPM Organizational Title BLM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Org Title 

Interagency 
Hotshot Crew 
(IHC) Sup. 

DOI016 Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-9  
 

IHC Superintendent GS-
455/462-09 
 

F189 Range/Forestry 
Technician/455/462-08/09 
 

IHC Sup 
 

Helicopter 
Manager 

  F166 Supervisory 
Range/Forestry Technician / 
455/462-09 

Helicopter Crew 
Supervisor 
 

Senior Firefighter DOI005 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-5 
DOI006 Lead Range/Forestry 
TechnicianGS-455/462-6 
DOI007 Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician GS-455/462-7 

Senior Wildland Firefighter, GS- 
455/462-03/04/05 
Lead Wildland Firefighter, GS- 
455/462-05/06  
Supervisory Wildland 
Firefighter, 
GS-455/462-06/07 
 

F190 Range/Forestry 
Technician / 455/462-4/5 
F194 Sup Range/Forestry 
Technician/455-6/7 
F263 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-4/5 
F264 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-4/5/6 
F240050 Range/Forestry 
Technician GS-455/462-6 
F241/F242 Range/Forestry  
Technician GS-462-5/6 
F142 Forestry 
Technician./462-6 

Firefighter IHC 
 
IHC Squad Leader 
 
Senior Firefighter 
 
Fire Crew Leader 
 
Asst. Fire Engine 
Operator 
Smokejumper 
 
Fire Suppression 
Specialist 

Engine Module 
Supervisor 

DOI007 Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician GS-455/462-7 

Supervisory Wildland 
Firefighter, 
GS-455/462-06/07 

F265 Range/Forestry 
Technician /462/455-07 
F266 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-07 

Heavy Engine Module 
Leader 
Fire Engine Module 
Leader 

Supervisory Fire 
Engine Operator 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 
 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series, 
and 
Grade 

IFPM Organizational Title BLM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Org Title 

Initial Attack 
Dispatcher 
 

DOI012 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire Dispatch) GS-455/462-7 
DOI011 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire 
Dispatch) GS-455/462-5 

Senior Fire Dispatcher, GS- 
455/462-07 
Fire Dispatcher, GS-455/462-05 

F021 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-05 
F022 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-4/5/6 
F024 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-5/6/7 

IA Fire/AV Dispatcher 
 
IA Fire/AV Dispatcher 
 
IA Fire/AV Dispatcher 
 

Wildland Fire 
Operations 
Specialist 
 

DOI019 GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI030 Supervisory Range/forestry 
Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-9 
DOI031 Supervisory Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist GS-401-9 
 

Fire Operations and Prescribed 
Fire/Fuels Technician GS- 
455/462-06/07 
Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician (Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist), GS- 
455/462-09 
Supervisory Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist (GS-0401- 
09) 

F121 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-06 
F122 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-06 
F126 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-7 
F127 Range/Forestry 
Technician /455/462-8 

Supervisory Fire Station 
Manager 
Lead Fire Station 
Manager 
Fire Operations 
Supervisor 
Fire Operations 
Supervisor 
 

Prescribed Fire 
and 
Fuels Specialist 

DOI018 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) 
GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI019 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) 
GS-455/462-6/7 
DOI020 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) 
GS-455/462-9 
DOI021 Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire and Fuels) GS-401-
9 
DOI022 Fire Management Specialist 
Prescribed Fire and Fuels GS-401-11 

Prescribed Fire/Fuels Technician 
GS-455/462-06/07 
Fire Operations and Prescribed 
Fire/Fuels Technician GS- 
455/462-06/07 
Prescribed Fire/Fuels Technician 
GS-455/462-09 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire & Fuels) GS- 
401-09 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire & Fuels) GS- 
401-11 

F157 Fire Management 
Specialist / 401-7/9/11 
F156 Fire Management 
Specialist/401-11/12 
 

Fuels Program 
Manager 
State Fuels Program 
Manager 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 
 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series, 
and 
Grade 

IFPM Organizational Title BLM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Org Title 

Prevention and 
Education 
Specialist  
 

DOI027 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention and Mitigation) GS- 
455/462-07 
DOI029 Fire Management 
Specialist (Prevention and 
Mitigation)GS-401-09 
DOI028 Fire Management 
Specialist (Prevention and 
Mitigation) GS-401-11 

Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention & Mitigation), GS- 
455/462-07 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention & Mitigation), GS- 
401-09 
Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention & Mitigation), GS- 
401-11 

F103/301-7/9/11 
F104/301-11/12 
F105/301-7/9 
F101 Range/Forestry 
Technician 455/462-6/7 
 

Fire Mitigation and 
Ed Specialist. 
 
Fire Prevention Officer 

Assistant Center 
Manager 
 
Initial Attack Lead 
Dispatcher 

DOI014 Fire Management 
Specialist (Dispatch) GS-401-9 
DOI013 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Dispatch) GS-455/462-9 
DOI012 GS-455/462-07 

Assistant Dispatch Center 
Manager, GS-401-09 
Assistant Dispatch Center 
Manager, GS-455/462-09 
Senior Fire Dispatcher, GS- 
455/462-07 

F023 Supervisory 
Range/Forestry 
Technician 455/462-6/7 
F224 Range/Forestry 
Technician/455/462-07 

Sup. IA Fire/AV 
Dispatcher/ 
 
Sup. Logistics 
Dispatcher 

Center Manager DOI015 Supervisory Fire 
Management Specialist (Dispatch) 
GS-401-11 

Dispatch Center Manager, GS- 
401-11 

  

Unit Fire Program 
Manager 
 

DOI025 Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-11 
DOI026 Fire Management Officer 
GS-401-12 
 

Fire Management Officer GS- 
401-11 
Fire Management Officer GS- 
401-12 
 

F2011 Fire Management 
Specialist/ 401-11 
F2012 Fire Management 
Specialist /401-12 
F2013 Fire Management 
Specialist /401-13 

Fire Management 
Officer 

Geographic Area 
Fire Program 
Manager 
 

N/A   F2021 Fire Management 
Specialist/401-13 
F2022 Fire Management 
Specialist/401-14 

State Fire Management 
Officer  
 

National Fire 
Program Manager 

N/A  N/A  

 



 

Revised – March 14, 2005                C-20   

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs standard position descriptions were evaluated for this crosswalk. All positions have approved 
coverage for firefighter retirement.  Regional and Agency specific position descriptions were not evaluated. 
 

Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  
and Grade 

Interagency Standard PD 
Organizational Titles 

BIA SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organizational Title 

DOI016 Supervisory Range/Forestry 
Technician (Fire)GS-455/462-9  

Interagency Hotshot Crew 
Superintendent 

FSN8014 Supervisory Forestry 
Technician GS-462-9 

Interagency Hot Shot 
Crew Superintendent Interagency 

Hotshot Crew 
(IHC) Sup.  DOI017Supervisory Range/Forestry 

Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-8 
Assistant Interagency Hotshot 
Crew Superintendent 

FSN8015 Supervisory Forestry 
Technician GS-462-6/7/8 

Assistant IHC 
Superintendent 

Helicopter 
Manager Maintain as Agency Specific until further notice FF001 Supervisory Forestry 

Technician GS-462-7/8/9 
Supervisory Forestry 
Technician 

DOI005 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-5 Senior Wildland Firefighter F263 Range/Forestry Technician 

GS-455/462-3/4/5 Senior Firefighter 

DOI006 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-6 Lead Wildland Firefighter F264 Lead Range/Forestry 

Technician GS-455/462-5/6 Fire Crew Leader 

DOI006 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-6 Lead Wildland Firefighter F264 Lead Range/Forestry 

Technician GS-455/462-5/6 IHC Squad Leader 
Senior Firefighter  

DOI007 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-7 Supervisory Wildland Firefighter   

Engine Module 
Supervisor 

DOI007 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-6/7 Supervisory Wildland Firefighter F301 Range/Forestry Technician 

GS-5-6-7  
Wildland Fire Control 
Technician 

Supervisory Fire 
Engine Operator 

DOI006 Range/Forestry Technician 
GS-455/462-5/6  Lead Wildland Firefighter F264 Range/Forestry Technician 

GS-455/462-5/6 Crew Leader 

DOI012 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire Dispatch) GS-455/462-7 Senior Fire Dispatcher F317 Range/Forestry 

Technician. GS-455/462-6/7 Initial Attack 
Dispatcher  DOI011 Range/Forestry Technician 

(Fire Dispatch) GS-455/462-5 Fire Dispatcher F318 Range/Forestry 
Technician. GS-455/462-4/5 

Initial Attack 
Dispatchers 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  
and Grade 

Interagency Standard PD 
Organizational Titles 

BIA SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organizational Title 

DOI019 Range/forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-6/7 

Fire Operations and Prescribed 
Fire/Fuels Technician 

F126 Supervisory Range/ 
Forestry Technician GS-
455/462-5/6/7   -or- 
F301 Range/Forestry 
Technician. GS-455/462-5/6/7 

Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 
 
Wildland Fire Control 
Technician 

DOI030 Supervisory Range/forestry 
Technician (Fire) GS-455/462-9 

Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 

F314, Supervisory Range/ 
Forestry Technician GS-
455/462-7/8/9 

Wildland Fire Control 
Supervisor 

DOI031 Supervisory  Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist GS-401-9 

Supervisory  Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist 

F302, Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist GS-401/454/460-5/7/9 

Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 

DOI023Assistant Fire Management 
Officer GS-401-09 

Assistant Fire Management 
Officer   

Wildland Fire 
Operations 
Specialist 

DOI024 Assistant Fire Management 
Officer GS-401-11 

Assistant Fire Management 
Officer 

F303, Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist GS-401/454/460-9/11 

Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 

DOI018 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-6/7 Prescribed Fire/Fuels Technician F313 Range/Forestry 

Technician. GS-455/462-5/6/7 
Fuels Management 
Technician  

DOI019 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-6/7 

Fire Operations and Prescribed 
Fire/Fuels Technician 

F315 Range/Forestry 
Technician. GS-455/462-5/6/7 

Fuels Management 
Technician  

DOI020 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Fire) GS-455/462-9 Prescribed Fire/Fuels Technician 

F314 Supervisory 
Range/Forestry Technician. GS-
455/462-7/8/9 

Wildland Fire Control 
Supervisor 

DOI021 Fire Management Specialist 
(Prescribed Fire  and Fuels) GS-401-9 Fire Management Specialist  F304 Prescribed Fire/Fuels 

Specialist GS-401/454/460-5/7/9 
Prescribed Fire/Fuels 
Specialist  

Prescribed Fire and 
Fuels Specialist  

DOI022  Fire Management Specialist 
Prescribed Fire and Fuels GS-401-11 Fire Management Specialist  F306 Prescribed Fire /Fuels 

Manager GS-401/454/460-9/11 
Prescribed Fire /Fuels 
Manager 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  
and Grade 

Interagency Standard PD 
Organizational Titles 

BIA SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organizational Title 

DOI027 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention and Mitigation) GS-
455/462-07 

Range/Forestry Technician 
(Prevention & Mitigation) 

F319-BIA Fire Prevention 
Technician GS-455/462-4/5/6 

Fire Prevention 
Technician 

DOI029  Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention and Mitigation)GS-
455/462-09 

Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention & Mitigation) 

F320 Fire Prevention Officer 
GS-455/462-7/8/9 Fire Prevention Officer 

Prevention and 
Education 
Specialist  

DOI028 Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention and Mitigation)GS-
455/462-11 

Fire Management Specialist 
(Prevention & Mitigation) 

F321 Fire Prevention Specialist 
GS-401/454/460-9/11 

Fire Prevention 
Specialist 

DOI014 Fire Management Specialist 
(Dispatch) GS-401-9 

Assistant Dispatch Center 
Manager   

DOI013 Range/Forestry Technician 
(Dispatch) GS-455/462-9 

Assistant Dispatch Center 
Manager 

F316 Range /Forestry 
Technician  
GS-455/462-7/8/9    or, 
Agency-specific GS-455/462-
9/11 Range /Forestry Technician 

Supervisory Initial 
Attack Dispatcher or, 
 
GACC Assistant Center 
Manager 

Assistant Center 
Manager/ Initial 
Attack Lead 
Dispatcher 

DOI012 GS-455/462-07 Senior Fire Dispatcher   

Center Manager  DOI015 Supervisory Fire Management 
Specialist (Dispatch) GS-401-11 Dispatch Center Manager   

DOI025 Fire Management Officer GS-
401-11 Fire Management Officer 

F305 Wildland Fire Program 
Manager / Range Mgmt. Splst / 
Forester GS-401/454/460-9/11 

DOI026 Fire Management Officer GS-
401-12 Fire Management Officer 

F307 Wildland Fire Program 
Manager / Range Mgmt. Splst / 
Forester GS-401/454/460-11/12 

DOI023Assistant Fire Management 
Officer GS-401-09 

Assistant Fire Management 
Officer  

Unit Fire Program 
Manager 

DOI024 Assistant Fire Management 
Officer GS-401-11 

Assistant Fire Management 
Officer 

F303-BIA - GS-9-11 Wildland 
Fire Operations Specialist 

Agency Fire 
Management Officer 
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Key Fire 
Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, Series,  
and Grade 

Interagency Standard PD 
Organizational Titles 

BIA SPD #, Official Title, 
Series, and Grade 

Agency or Bureau 
Organizational Title 

Maintain as Agency Specific until further notice 
F308 Wildland Fire Program 
Mgmt./Rangeland Mgmt. Splst/ 
Forester GS-401/454/460-9/11 

Asst. Regional Fire 
Management Officer 

Maintain as Agency Specific until further notice 
F310 Wildland Fire Program 
Mgmt./Rangeland Mgmt. Splst/ 
Forester GS-401/454/460-9/11 

Asst. Regional Fire 
Management Officer 

Maintain as Agency Specific until further notice 
F311 Fire Program Manager/ 
Rangeland Management Splst. 
Forester GS-401/454/460-11/12 

Regional Fire 
Management Officer 

Geographic Area 
Fire Program 
Manager  

Maintain as Agency Specific until further notice 
F312 Fire Program Manager / 
Range Mgmt. Splst / Forester 
GS-401/454/460-12/13 

Regional Fire 
Management Officer 

National Fire 
Program Manager  Maintain as Agency Specific until further notice 

 Director, Branch of Fire 
Management 
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Forest Service Standard Position Description Crosswalk 
This revised IFPM Crosswalk identifies the 14 Key Fire Management Positions.  Positions at the Ranger District level (e.g. District or Zone 
(multiple Districts) FMO, District AFMO, District Fuels Specialists, IHC and Helitack subordinate positions) are NOT considered one of the 
original key fire management positions if not described below in the un-shaded area.  These positions will be reviewed for future inclusion 
into the IFPM Standards (see shaded blocks below).  USDA Forest Service standard position descriptions were evaluated for this crosswalk.  
Position Descriptions referenced in the crosswalk are standard agency PD’s currently in use for some positions.  FS Interagency position 
descriptions have not been released for use and are pending approval for firefighter retirement coverage. 
 
Directions for Use: 
This crosswalk is for Fire Managers to determine which positions on their units belong in one of the 14 Key IFPM Positions.  Determination 
of position identification should be based on a) whether it is one of the original Key IFPM Positions, b) the major duties of the current 
Position Description (PD), and c) the IFPM position competency descriptors.  Positions that are NOT currently being included in IFPM are 
shaded in the table below. 

Step 1:  Locate the incumbent’s current Agency Organization / Position / Working Title in the column to the right. 
Step 2:  Review the contents of the current PD to ensure position matches 80% or more accuracy. 
Step 3:  Follow the rows to the left to determine which Interagency IFPM SPD# applies (if created) to the IFPM Key Position. 
Step 4:  Refer to the IFPM Standards for the full minimum qualification standards (MQS) for the position. 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

IHC Superintendent  

Interagency PD pending.  
 
Note:  Use FS PD #A8014 
until further notice 

IHC Superintendent  
 

(A8014) Supvy Forestry 
Technician (IHC)  
GS-462-09   
 
 

IHC Superintendent 
 
 

Interagency PD pending.  

 

Note:  Use FS PD 
#A8015 until further 
notice. 

IHC Asst. Superintendent (A8015) Supervisory Forestry 
Technician (IHC)  
GS-462-08 
 

IHC Asst. Superintendent. 
(Subordinate position, not 
identified as original Key IFPM 
Position) 
 
 

IHC Positions  
 
(Under review for future 
inclusion into IFPM 
Standards) Interagency PD pending. 

 
Note:  Use FS PD #A8016L 
until further notice 

IHC Squad Leader (A8016L) Lead Forestry 
Technician (IHC) 
GS-462-06 

IHC Squad Leader. 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
 
 

Helicopter Manager 

No Interagency SPD 
developed  
 
Note:  Use current FS PD 
#A1011S 

Exclusive-Use Fire 
Helicopter Crew Supervisor 

(A1011S) Supervisory 
Forestry Technician (Helitack) 
GS-462-09 
 
 

Helitack Manager 
 
 

No Interagency SPD 
developed 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD 
#A8021 

Exclusive-Use Asst. Fire 
Helicopter Crew Supervisor 

(A8021) Supervisory  Forestry 
Technician (Helitack) 
GS-462-08 
 
 

Helitack Asst. Manager 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
 
 

Exclusive-Use Helicopter 
Positions  
 
(Under review for future 
inclusion into IFPM 
Standards) 
 

Interagency PD pending 
 
Note:  Use Forest Service PD 
#A8022L until further notice 

Helitack Squad Leader (A8022L) Lead Forestry 
Technician (Helitack) 
GS-462-06 

Helitack Squad Leader or Helitack 
Lead Crewmember 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

No Interagency SPD 
developed  
 
Note:  Continue to use current 
FS PD #A5137L  

Senior Wildland Firefighter 
(Handcrew) 

(A5137L) Lead Forestry 
Technician (Crew),  
GS-462-05 
 

GS-0462-05, Type 2 Crew Squad Leader, -or-IA 
Crew Squad Leader (leads 4 or less 
crewmembers) 

 
 

(A9089) Forestry Technician 
(IHC), 
GS-462-05  
 
Note:  A9089 is the 
Interagency SPD; continue to 
use for position. 

Senior Wildland Firefighter 
(IHC) 

(A9089)  Forestry Technician 
(IHC),  
GS-462-05 
 

GS-0462-05, IHC Senior Firefighter 
 

Senior Firefighter  

(A9091) Forestry Technician 
(Helitack), 
GS-462-05  
 
Note:  A9091 is the 
Interagency SPD; continue to 
use for position. 

Senior Wildland Firefighter 
(Helitack) 

(A9091) Forestry Technician 
(Helitack), 
GS-462-05 
 

GS-0462-05, Helitack Senior 
Firefighter 
 

Senior Firefighter 

(A9093) Forestry Technician 
(Engine), 
GS-462-05  
 
Note: A9093 is the 
Interagency SPD; continue to 
use for position. 

Senior Wildland Firefighter 
(Engine) 

(A9093) Forestry Technician 
(Engines),  
GS-462-05 
 

GS-0462-05, Engine Lead Crewmember, Fire 
Engine Operator, or Asst. Fire Engine Operator 

 
 

No Interagency SPD 
developed.   
 
Note:  Continue to use current 
FS PD #N5136S 

To be determined (TBD) 
(Smokejumper) 

(N5136S) Forestry Technician 
(Smokejumper), 
GS-462-07 

Smokejumper. 
(Not identified as original Key IFPM 
Position) 
 

Related Firefighter 
Positions  
 
(Under review for future 
inclusion into IFPM 
Standards) No Interagency SPD 

developed.   
 
Note:  Continue to use current 
FS PD #N2075/N2074 

TBD (Smokejumper) (N2075) Forestry Technician 
(Smokejumper), GS-462-06 
 
(N2074) Forestry Technician 
(Smokejumper) GS-462-05 

Smokejumper. 
(Not identified as original Key IFPM 
Position) 
 
 



 

Revised – March 14, 2005                C-27   

Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

No Interagency SPD 
developed 
 
Note:  Continue to use current 
FS PD #A5139S 

TBD (Handcrew) (A5139S) Supervisory 
Forestry Technician (Crew), 
GS-462-06 

Asst. Type 2 Crew Supervisor, or 
IA Module Leader (supervises 5-10 
crewmembers). 
(Not identified as original Key IFPM 
Position) 

Engine Supervisor 
Positions 

No Interagency SPD 
developed. 
 
Note: Continue to use current 
FS PD (R5 Forests only) 

Engine Module Supervisor (R58017)  Supervisory 
Forestry Technician (Engines), 
GS-462-08 
 

Engine Foreman, Engine Captain, 
Engine Module Leader, or SFEO 
(supervises 4 or more crewmembers) 
(R5 Forests only) 
 

(AFM07C) Supvy Forestry 
Technician,  
GS-462-07 (pending 
firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

Engine Module Supervisor (A9064)  Supervisory Forestry 
Technician (Engine) 
GS-462-07 
 

Engine Foreman, Engine Captain, 
Engine Module Leader, or SFEO  
(supervises 4 or more crewmembers) 
 

Engine Supervisor 
Positions (continued) 

No Interagency SPD 
developed for a GS-06 
supervisory position.  
 
Use current FS PD A2073S or 
the GS-06 Forestry Technician 
nonstandard PD for 
supervisory positions not 
meeting classification 
standards (GSSG). 

Supervisory Fire Engine 
Operator 

(A2073S)  Supervisory 
Forestry Technician (Engines), 
GS-462-06 
 

Engine Foreman, Engine Captain, 
Asst. Engine Foreman, or Fire Engine 
Operator (supervises 3 or less 
crewmembers) 
 

Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 
(Forest-Level) 

(AFM024) Fire Mgmt 
Specialist, GS-401-11 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

Forest Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist 
(Forest AFMO) 
 
Note:  GS-11 WFOS 
position at Forest level is 
classified in the 401 series.  

No FS standard PD Forest Assistant Fire Management 
Officer, or Deputy Chief (if position 
exists on unit) 
 
Intended for HIGH complexity Forests 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

(AFM031) Supervisory 
Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist, 
GS-401-09 
-or- 
(AFM030) Supervisory 
Wildland Fire Operations 
Technician, GS-462-09  
 
Firefighter retirement coverage 
pending:  Use current FS PD’s 
until further notice. 

Forest Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 

 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard. 

No FS standard PD 
 

Forest Assistant Fire Management 
Officer (if position exists on unit) 
 
Intended for MODERATE or LOW 
complexity Forests 
 

(AFM031) Supervisory 
Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist, 
GS-401-09 
-or- 
(AFM030) Supvy Wildland 
Fire Operations Technician, 
GS-462-09 
 
Firefighter retirement coverage 
pending:  Use current FS PD’s 
until further notice. 

District Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist (DAFMO, or Battalion 
Chief) 

 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard.   

No FS standard PD 
 

District Assistant Fire Management 
Officer (DAFMO), or Battalion Chief 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
 

Wildland Fire Operations 
Specialist 
Positions at the District 
Level  
 
(Under review for future 
inclusion into IFPM 
Standards) 

No Interagency SPD 
developed for a Forestry 
Technician, GS-462-08 
 
Note: Continue to use current 
FS PD 

District Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist (FOS) 

No FS standard PD  District Fire Operations Specialist 
(FOS) 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

No Interagency SPD 
developed for a Forestry 
Technician, GS-462-07 
 
Note: Continue to use current 
FS PD 

District Wildland Fire 
Operations Specialist (FOS, 
Station Manager, Crew 
Supervisor, Developmental 
AFMO) 

No FS standard PD District Fire Operations 
Specialists, Station Managers, 
T2 Initial Attack Crew 
Supervisors, or Developmental 
AFMO position 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 

Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
Specialist  
(Forest-Level) 

(AFM022) Fire Mgmt 
Specialist, GS-401-11 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 
 

Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
Specialist (Forest Fuels 
Specialist) 

No FS standard PD Forest Fuels Specialist, or SO Staff 
that has responsibility for Fuels 
Management 
 
Intended for Forests with HIGH 
complexity Fuels Management 
Program 

Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
Specialist  
(Forest-Level) 
-continued 

(AFM021) Fire Mgmt 
Specialist (Fuels), GS-401-09 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
-or- 
(AFM18D) Forestry 
Technician (Fuels), GS-462-09 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

Forest Prescribed Fire and 
Fuels Specialist (Forest 
Fuels Specialist) 
 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard. 

No FS standard PD Forest Fuels Specialist, Forest Fuels 
Planner, or SO Staff w/ Fuels Mgmt 
Responsibilities 
 
Intended for Forests with 
MODERATE to LOW complexity 
Fuels Management programs 

Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
Specialist positions at the 
District Level 
(under review for future 
inclusion into IFPM 
Standards) 

(AFM022) Fire Management 
Specialist, GS-401-11 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice.. 

District Prescribed Fire and 
Fuels Specialist 
 
(District Fuels Officer, or 
Fuels Division Chief) 

No FS standard PD District Fuels Officer, District Fuels 
Management Officer, District Fuels Planner, or 
Fuels Division Chief 

(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

(AFM021) Fire Mgmt 
Specialist (Fuels), GS-401-09 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
-or- 
(AFM18D) Forestry 
Technician (Fuels), GS-462-09 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

District Prescribed Fire and 
Fuels Specialist 
 
(Fuels Specialist, District 
Fuels AFMO, or Fuels 
Battalion Chief) 
 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard.   

No FS standard PD District Fuels Specialist, District Fuels 
AFMO, District Fuels Planner, or 
Fuels Battalion Chief 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 

Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
Specialist positions at the 
District Level 
(under review for future 
inclusion into IFPM 
Standards) 

(AFM18B) Forestry 
Technician, GS-462-07 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

Prescribed Fire and Fuels 
Technician 
 
(District Fuels Technician) 

(A9071) Forestry Technician, 
GS-462-07 

District Fuels Technician, or District 
Fuels Crew Leader 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 
 
 

Prevention and Education 
Specialist 
(Forest-Level)  
 

(AFM028) Fire Mgmt 
Specialist (Prevention), 
GS-401-11 (pending 
firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

Forest Prevention and 
Education Specialist 

No FS standard PD Forest Prevention Officer, Forest 
Prevention and Education Specialist 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

(AFM029) Fire Mgmt 
Specialist (Prevention), GS-
401-09 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 
 
No Interagency Standard PD 
developed for a GS-0462-09. 
Note:  Use current FS PD. 

Forest Prevention and Education 
Specialist 

 
Note:  Series determination 
is based on classification of 
duties based on application 
of the appropriate OPM 
position classification 
standard. 

No FS standard PD Forest Prevention Officer, Forest 
Prevention and Education Specialist 

(AFM027) Forestry 
Technician (Prevention), GS-
462-07 (pending firefighter 
retirement coverage) 

Forest Prevention and 
Education Specialist 

(A9068) Forestry Technician,  
GS-462-07 
 

Forest Prevention Officer, Forest 
Prevention and Education Specialist 

Prevention and Education 
Specialist positions at the 
District Level (under 
review for future inclusion 
into IFPM Standards 

(AFM027) Forestry 
Technician, GS-462-07 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

District Prevention Officer (A9068) Forestry Technician 
(Prevention), 
GS-462-07 

District Prevention Technician, 
District Prevention Officer, District 
Fire Prevention Officer 
(Subordinate position, not identified as 
original Key IFPM Position) 

Unit Fire Program 
Manager  
(Forest-Level) 
 

No Interagency SPD 
developed) Fire Management 
Specialist, GS-401-13 
 
(AFM026) Supervisory Fire 
Management Specialist, GS-
401-12 (pending firefighter 
retirement coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

Unit Fire Program Manager 
(Forest FMO) 
 

No FS standard PD Forest Fire Management Officer, or 
Chief 
 
Intended for HIGH complexity Forests 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

(AFM25B) Supervisory Fire 
Management Specialist, GS-
401-11 (pending firefighter 
retirement coverage) 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

Unit Fire Program Manager 
(Forest FMO) 
 

No FS standard PD Forest Fire Management Officer, or 
Chief 
 
Intended for MODERATE complexity 
Forests 

(AFM25A) Fire Management 
Specialist, GS-401-09 
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
No Interagency SPD 
developed) Forestry 
Technician, GS-462-09  
 
Note: Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

Unit Fire Program Manager 
(Forest FMO) 
 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard.   

No FS standard PD Forest Fire Management Officer, or 
SO Staff with responsibility for FAM 
 
Intended for LOW complexity Forests 

Unit Fire Program 
Manager positions at the 
District Level  
 
(Under review for future 
inclusion into the IFPM 
Standards) 

(AFM25B) Supvy Fire 
Management Specialist, 
GS-401-11  
(pending firefighter retirement 
coverage) 
 
No Interagency SPD 
developed for Supervisory 
Forestry Technician, GS-462-
11 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

District FMO, or Division 
Chief 
 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard.  Use 
current FS PD until further 
notice. 

No FS standard PD  District Fire Management Officer, or Division 
Chief 

 
Intended for HIGH Complexity 
Forests 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

(AFM25A) Supvy Fire 
Management Specialist, GS-
401-09 (pending firefighter 
retirement coverage) 
 
No Interagency SPD 
developed for a Supervisory 
Forestry Technician, GS-462-
09 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

District FMO, or Division 
Chief 
 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard. 

No FS standard PD  District Fire Management Officer, or Division 
Chief 

 
Intended for MODERATE to LOW 
complexity Forests 

Initial Attack Dispatcher  (AFM11D) Forestry 
Technician (Dispatch), GS-
462-07 –or- 
(AFM11C) Forestry 
Technician (Dispatch), GS-
462-06 –or- 
(AFM11B) Forestry 
Technician (Dispatch), GS-
462-05 

Initial Attack Dispatcher (A5138) Forestry Technician, 
GS-462-07 
 
No FS Standard PD at the GS-
462-05/06 grade level. 

Initial Attack Dispatcher 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

Assistant Center Manager /  
Initial Attack Lead 
Dispatcher 

(AFM014) Fire Management 
Specialist (Dispatch), 
GS-401-09 (pending 
firefighter retirement 
coverage) 

-or- 
(AFM013) Forestry 
Technician (Dispatch), GS-
462-09 (pending firefighter 
retirement coverage). 
-or- 
(AFM11D) Forestry 
Technician (Dispatch), GS-
462-07 (pending firefighter 
retirement coverage). 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

Lead Dispatcher, or Asst. 
Center Manager 
Note:  series determination 
(401 or 462) is based on 
classification of duties, 
based on the application of 
appropriate OPM position 
classification standard. 

No FS standard PD for Fire 
Management Specialist, GS-
401-7/9 
 
(A5138) Forestry Technician, 
GS-462-07 
 
No FS Standard PD at the GS-
462-08/09 grade level 
 
 

Lead IA Dispatcher, or Asst. Center 
Manager 

Center Manager  

(AFM15A) Fire Management 
Specialist (Dispatch), GS-401-
11 
-or- 
(AFM15B) Forestry 
Technician (Dispatch), GS-
462-11 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice 

Center Manager, or 
Coordination Center 
Manager 
 
Note:  462-series was 
developed for IFPM interim 
period. 

No FS standard PD; Regional 
Specific PDs  
 

Center Manager, or Coordination 
Center Manager 

Geographic Area Fire 
Program Manager  

No Interagency SPD 
developed 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD until 
further notice. 

Regional Fire Program 
Manager 

No FS standard PD Regional F&AM Director or Deputy 
(depending on which position is 
responsible for Regional FMO duties) 
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Key Fire Management 
Position 

IFPM SPD #, Official Title, 
Series,  and Grade 
 

IFPM Organizational Title Current FS SPD #, Official 
Title, Series, and Grade 

Current Agency Organization / 
Position / Working Title(s) 

National Fire Program 
Manager  

No Interagency SPD 
developed. 
 
Note:  Use current FS PD 

National Fire Program 
Manager 

No FS standard PD National Fire Director 

 


